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ZBIGNIEW IZYDORCZYK

NICODEMUS THE (PSEUDO-)EVANGELIST:
FROM THE ACTS OF PILATE

TO THE GOSPEL OF NICODEMUS

The apocryphal work known today as the Gospel of Nicodemus, or Evangelium Nicodemi, is an
expanded translation of the Greek Acts of Pilate. In the Latin West before the twelfth century, it
was usually referred to as Gesta Salvatoris. During that early period, the term «gospel», or
«evangelium», was never applied to the work, and Nicodemus was never given titular
prominence, even though he is mentioned in the prologue to the work. Nicodemus’s gradual
emergence in the titles recorded in manuscripts was probably a result of his growing
appreciation in the religious culture of the eleventh and twelfth centuries. The earliest known
example of the title Evangelium Nicodemi occurs in a list of books left by bishop Hugh Puiset to
the Durham Cathedral upon his death in 1195. The title was popularized in the course of the
thirteenth century on the Continent by Dominican preachers, such as Vincent of Beauvais and
Jacobus de Voragine. By the end of the Middle Ages, Evangelium Nicodemi had become the
dominant, although not the exclusive, title for the apocryphon; it became the standard and
uncontested designation after it was adopted by publishers and scholars in the age of print.

MARIO SASSI

THE LANGUAGE OF A PREACHER:
CAVALCA, PASSAVANTI, AND THE FIRTS STEPS TOWARD A

NATIONAL VERNACULAR

The issues of communication and understandability seem to encompass the interests and
concerns of many preachers in different parts of Europe. In their mission of spreading the
message of the Holy Scriptures and their fight against heresies, preachers struggled with the
language to use, between the authority and exclusivity of Latin and the uncertainties and
necessity of the vernaculars. In Italy, the Dominican friars Domenico Cavalca, with his
vernacularizations, and Jacopo Passavanti, in his moral treatise, were among the forerunners of
issues of communicability to a wide audience. This paper will first consider Cavalca’s writings
and his theory of translation, stressing the special role played by the Dominicans’ Studium in
Pisa. Furthermore, it will investigate Jacopo Passavanti’s ideas on the vernacular, vis-à-vis his
theory of language and his description of the Italian vernaculars in his search for the perfect
language of translating the Scriptures, akin to Dante’s De Vulgari Eloquentia. Finally, it will
argue that these preachers, by addressing issues of translation, helped to shape a vernacular that
was more accessible and could better suit their listeners.



LUCA PASTORI

MARTIN LUTERO E IL
«VERO ANTICHRISTO MODERNO».

PROFEZIE ANTILUTERANE
NELLE OPERE DI ANTON FRANCESCO DONI

Definitively printed in 1562, the Dichiaratione sopra il XIII capitolo dell’Apocalisse is among the
least studied Anton Francesco Doni’s works. Overall, the Dichiaratione is a religious treatise in
which onomancy – a type of prediction based on an alphanumeric calculation – is blended with
biblical exegesis. The aim of this essay is to analyse a specific calculation included in the
Dichiaratione, which compares Martin Luther to one of the beasts of the Revelation. According
to the year and place of publication of the treatise (Venice, 1562), to the dedicatee of the text
(Ippolito Capilupi, ambassador of Pope Pio IV) and to the influences of the reformed and
heterodox doctrines on Anton Francesco Doni, this study provides an explanation about the
reason why Martin Luther is called, in the Dichiaratione, the «real Antichrist of the Modern
Age».

GIACOMO JORI

«A ME STESSO FANCIULLO».
SULLE DUE REDAZIONI DEL SONETTO TASSIANO PADRE DEL

CIELO

The article proposes a new interpretation of the two versions of Tasso’s sonnet Padre del Cielo,
pointing out the accurate and so far never noticed lexical echo with two meaningful letters from
Bernardo Tasso (printed in the years immediately following both editions) to Vittoria Colonna
and Marcantonio Flaminio; the sonnet turned towards the period of more passionate and
dramatic fervor of the theological controversy with regard to «mercy». The historical and
doctrinal exemplarity of that sonnet, of the rewriting as a “literary process” thus stands out at the
beginning and the conclusion of Tasso’s poetic and biographic parable.



ALBERTO SCIGLIANO

JOHANNES HOORNBEECK,
LA NADERE REFORMATIE E LO IUS AD BELLUM.

UN PERCORSO FRA CALVINISMO ORTODOSSO
ED ERUDIZIONE EBRAICA

NELL'OLANDA DI METÀ SEICENTO

The essay investigates and delineates the figure of Calvinist theologian Johannes Hoornbeeck
(1617-1666), a prominent character of the Nadere Reformatie, or the Dutch “Further Reform”.
As Dutch Pietism’s champion, practical theologian, and not least polemical author, Hoornbeeck
contributed to Calvinist reflection on the crucial themes of ius ad bellum and Just War. For that
matter, Hoornbeeck represents a multifaceted profile, as the first scholar to have used distinctly
Rabbinic and Hebraic sources to mould his thought. The Talmudic categories of «voluntary
warfare» and «war commanded by God» are in fact used by Hoornbeeck to rethink and blur the
typical assumptions of the legitimacy of warfare in Early Modern period.

MARCO PAPASIDERO - GABRIELE VISSIO

COLLECTIVE MEMORY AND SANCTITY:
THE CASE OF EQUIVALENT CANONIZATION

The paper aims to examine the case of ‘equivalent canonization’ in the Catholic tradition of
making saints as an example of interaction between individual behaviour, institutional processes
and collective memory. In the first section (§ 1-2), the paper sketches a philosophical and
sociological framework to highlight different actors and elements in the process of beatification
or canonization. In the second section (§ 3-4), the paper offers an historical overview of
equivalent canonization and analyses the cases of Luigi Rabatà and Angela da Foligno, focusing
on the Informatio for the former, and the Positio and Decretal Letter for the latter. The
conclusion emphasizes the role of collective memory and tradition in the procedure of casus
exceptus.
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